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1

Introduction and Objective of Study

The objective of this study was to better understand the Project Blue Book

1

UFO report

database from ships at sea. The study focused on UFO reports that were submitted by

ships in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans to the USAF Project Blue Book. Ships

submitting reports to Blue Book included Navy, US Coast Guard and Commercial

Vessels. Some of the questions that this study wanted to answer were:

1. What was the mechanism used to report UFO sightings to Blue Book by the US Navy

ships?

2. What was the most common reporting mechanism used by commercial shipping and

by the US Coast Guard?

3. How many US Navy ships reported UFO sightings to Blue Book and what types of

sightings were these?

4. How did the US Navy sightings compare to those from commercial and USCG ships?

5. Are UFO reports at sea very similar to each other or do they differ? Was the type of

UFO report dependent on the agency making the report?

The resulting database of ship reports does not contain all UFO reports by ships in the

Blue Book files. The scope of this study was limited to the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Moreover, UFO reports from coastal regions that were categorized under a State or

Country would have been missed due to the screening methodology used. Section 3

describes in detail the methodology used to create the database.

4



2

Background and History of UFO Reports by Ships at Sea

Ships at sea have a long history of reporting sightings of meteors, weird nocturnal lights,

and other anomalous atmospheric phenomena either in their deck logs or in reports to

Hydrographic offices at port. Early documentation of anomalous lights in the sky is

found in the

Hydrographic Office Bulletin

(published in the US) and the

Marine Observer

(published in the United Kingdom). Post World War II, after the experience with the

surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, new procedures were established by the US military for

National Defense and early warning. These procedures also led to numerous reports by

merchant and naval vessels of unidentified objects in the sky. However, the driving force

for these reports was not the investigation of “flying saucers” reports but the detection of

and quick identification of possible unidentified threats to the continental USA. Project

Blue Book was the first effort by the US Military to systematically collect reports of

unidentified flying objects (UFOs) and to try to identify them. In this paper the term Blue

Book refers to all projects conducted by the Air Force to investigate UFOs; starting with

Project Sign in 1948 and including Project Grudge. The focus of this study, however, is

very narrow since it looks at only those reports that reached Project Blue Book in the

period of 1948-1968 by ships at sea.

2.1

Oldest Source of Marine UFO Reports

Some of the oldest reports of unidentified objects reported by ships at sea are located in

the

Hydrographic Office Bulletin.

In 1842, Matthew Fontaine Maury (commander of the

naval Oceanographic Office 1842-1862) instituted a system for collecting and using

oceanographic data by asking all shipmasters to submit reports of their experiences to the

Naval Oceanographic Office (NOO). The NOO then digested, compiled and published

the information in a bulletin. In 1866 the office was renamed the Hydrographic Office

and in 1962 it was designated as the U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office.

2

Since the later

half of the 19

th

century, the

Hydrographic Office Bulletin

has published many sightings at

sea of meteors and other anomalous atmospheric phenomena. During the search of Blue

Book files for sightings at sea, numerous Hydrographic Office Bulletins (HOB) were

5
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