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Since the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of communism, the very meaning of Europe

has been opened up and is in the process of being redefined. European states and societies

are wrestling with the expansion of NATO and the European Union and with new streams of

immigration, while a renewed and reinvigorated cultural engagement has emerged between

East and West. But the fast-paced transformations of the last fifteen years also have deeper

historical roots. The reconfiguring of contemporary Europe is entwined with the cataclysmic

events of the twentieth century, two world wars and the Holocaust, and with the processes of

modernity that, since the eighteenth century, have shaped Europe and its engagement with

the rest of the world.

Studies in European Culture and History

is dedicated to publishing books that explore

major issues in Europe’s past and present from a wide variety of disciplinary perspectives. The

works in the series are interdisciplinary; they focus on culture and society and deal with sig-

nificant developments in Western and Eastern Europe from the eighteenth century to the

present within a social historical context. With its broad span of topics, geography, and

chronology, the series aims to publish the most interesting and innovative work on modern

Europe.
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