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Here

in

one

concise

and

lavishly

is

illus-

survey

of

the

arts

of

East

Asia

of

more

than

3,000

years

of

Chinese,

Korean,

and

Japa-

trated

volume

—

a

nese

painting,

sculpture,

pottery,

and

drawing.

Treated

together

for

the

time,

the

beautiful

works

of

aft

from

these

three

distinct

national

cultures

are

emphasized

in

all

their

originality

and

vigor,

but

the

author

brings

out

as

well

the

way

they

were

affected

by

other

cultures

and

how

first

they

influenced

each

other.

Naturally,

Chinese

art

dominated

and

was

the

major

source

of

inspiration,

but

in

many

fields

such

as

the

—

Japanese

art

of

portraiture

—

and

at

many

times,

the

original

from

Chinese

and

surpassed.

artists

was

impulse

modified

The

ofily

al.

interplay

of

sources

and

motives

technic-

that

shaped

Asian

art

is

not,

of

course,

purely

aesthetic

and

PoUtical

^

and

cultural

develop-

ments

of

every

kind

come

to

dra-

matic

life

under

Mr.

Swann*s

pen.

Among

many

other

historical

and

artistic

conflicts,

he

describes

the

antagonism

between

the

exquisite

but

stagnant

luxuries

of

decorative

arts

in

the

Ch'ing

period

and

the

vio-

lent

paintings

of

rebellious

who

refused

to

serve

the

Zen

artists

government

of

a

foreign

dynasty.

These

and

many

other

epochs

of

Chinese

art,

together

with

the

concurrent

histories

of

Korean

and

Japanese

art,

are

enhanced

by

51

color

plates

and

208

black-and-white

illustrations,

drawn

from

famous

collections

all

over

the

world,

and

including

plates

of

pieces

that

have

v^t

h^.^n

repro-

duced

before.

Peter

Swann

is

the

of

the

Department
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at
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Printed
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