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rom the author of SHOGUN,
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James Clavell, comes TAI
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PAN and a terrific new

Same packed with action and

I

I

stunnins graphics. TAI PAN is the

I

.1

exciting story of a man and an

I

|

island. Become Dirk Struan - a

m b h h h b b

pirate, a smuggler, a manipulator of men achieving riches

beyond Imagination. Enter a world of blood, sin, treachery

conspiracy and murder - a game of Grand entertainment!

A

uthors of N o 1 Blockbuster
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Batman. Jon Ritman and Serrue

korurtirnond

present
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Heels'

HI! My name s Mr Head Son -

say I'm the o n e with tne brains but i d o r •

K

think my flol f o o t e d fr <end w o u l d a g r e e

B

~

I'm a real sharp shooter, but without m ,

pal Mr Heels I'd get n o w h e r e fast

or

^ B f l M f l d H f l A M I

slow' I can jump like a flea and e v e n glide but H e e s =s the Daley

Thompson of the t w o of us - he's

f

AST "ogetner ' w e can find each

other, w e really d o make an a w e s o m e tv»©»o«r< •s

f

xa that's the only wa>

I w e can o v e r c o m e the e m p e r o r Biacktooth

Screen shots taken from various computer

formats
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N O V f A V A H . A B L E

S P E C T R U W a n d

I

tooh on the Mutants Knowing I was

toroeOoes and m o r e

. I could even

F O R

Y O U R

A M S T R A u ^

N

ow hot from the arcades

mco to ine iccui wnn miasica, mines

comes Nintendo's Mario

^ • J M B J B M H l J

Bros for your home

B U H H l M H i i H

computers featuring Fireballs,

^ E

h h

Sidestepper, Fightcrfly and of

course

-

Mario and Luigi! Flip

^"•fJIIIII^QKHRf"'!

those pests and kick 'em off the

pipes, but don't lose your footins on those slippery floors.

Play as a team or asainst each other; either way you're in

for a scream with Mario and Luigi

-

the

MARIO BROS.

could I lose?

now DID I lose? I've

never seen anything use it

meycame

at m e In droves, in sw»r»ing g a s e s . m

f o r m s spinning a deadly gossamer and

that l i e form o ' Mutant will n«»ver e**.-»p'

I I m f l HiiilltllHilltlll

a wwHi planned pattern o ' mmes It "sjust

tne beginning

but i must t>mld the ultimate weapon or I'H MCVCf

of them alll

" A n essential purchase - miss it and you're missing

something special" -

Izap

SPECTRUM £7-95 COMMODORE £8-95 AMSTRAD £8-95 -

EACH

061 832 6633 • Telex: 669977 OCEANS G • Facsimile: 061 834

0650





THE LINE-UP

AMSTRAD ACTION

AUGUST 1987

FRONT END

NEWS •

LETTERS

34

MICROSTUFFER

Not as rude as it sounds, it is in fact a 64K printer

buffer that will save hours printing out long documents.

07

REACTION

Problems with incompatible Epson printers, an ag-

grieved Dragon owner, lots of messages from ex-

Amtix

readers and many more of the liveliest letters

in town.

3 4 T A S P R O

Microspaces your text to stop ugly inconsistent spaces

in justified text.

11

12

24

36

DEVPAC80

A cheap 'competitor for

Maxam II

in the assembler

monitor editor stakes.

HELPLINE

Help is at hand from the biggest-hearted, most helpful

people we know

our helpliners. Go ahead, make a

fnend.

ACTION & ADVENTURE

GAMES • MAPS •

PILGRIM

AMSCENE

Beep-Beep, here comes the Road Runner and news

of other US Gold conversions, plus the rest of the news,

serious and otherwise.

41

42

42

44

ACTION

TEST STARTS

HERE

You've read the rest, now read the best. Details on

what's in the best game reviews for the CPCs.

SERIOUS SIDE

SOFTWARE • HARDWARE •

PROGRAMMING

BARBARIAN

Hack, slash, chop and decapitate your way through a

graphically superlative combat game. Forget the

sexism, here's the game.

PROBLEM A T T I C

Our resident expert gets to grips with queries about

Setup under CPM, patching

Wordstar

and explaining

what a modem is.

TRIAXOS

If you were confused by Rubik's cube then this will

drive you up the wall - literally. Puzzling and shooting

combined delightfully.

SOUNDBLASTER

The latest hardware add-on that will make your

computer sound like a heavy-metal group.

MAG MAX -

Mastergame

O C

La V

SUPADISC

A suite of disk utilities for investigating the depths of

your disks.

A shoot-em-up with 2D and 3D stages, lots of levels,

endless varieties of aliens, joystick-wrecking action

and fabulous graphics. Thrills and a sore trigger finger

guaranteed.

REALTIME CLOCK

A hardware plug-in that will always keep you in touch

with the real world - don't be late reading this one.

WORDS WORK

I '

A new regular feature showing you how to get the

most from your word-processor and pnnter. This

month we look at tune-saving shortcuts in all the major

word-processors

11 •

1

Mi..

HCfltTl

T H I N G B O U N C E S BACK

The bouncy star is back with lots more springy tasks

to complete as he tries to collect a program to shut

down an evil toy factory.
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Bonsoir. mesdames et messieurs; Good evening, ladies and gentle-

men; Guten Abend, meine Damen und Herren; Howdy, pardner.

Nov/ over to Bath for the votes from the

Amstrad Action

jury -

tourists 0 points.

I

o u

Gwen

S

/ s t

n i c i i n e

at™

65

«

^feline

In a city like Bath tourists are a nightmare. All the restaurants

and pubs are crowded; shopping is like the start of the London

Marathon

If you're nodding your head and agreeing with me, I'd like to

throw another thought at you the only thing that keeps the CPCs

alive is the European market which most of those affluent tourists

create

It's a fact of life that if the CPCs weren't the number-one home

computer in Europe, it probably wouldn't be worth the while of

Amstrad to produce them or software houses to support them to

the extent they do. The CPCs are probably the most truly inter-

national machine (with the exception of America) and here at

AA

we are fully aware of it.

We get letters from Ireland, Scandinavia. Holland, France.

Germany. Poland. New Zealand. Australia. South Africa, Greece,

Spam and others

-

all with thnving CPC markets. So I'd like to say

a special hello to all our international readers. We won't forget

you're out there, because you're important to us and the rest of the

industry.

Readers from all nations will be interested in the results of our

questionnaire. For highlights turn to the news pages. Fmd out what

sort of company you've been keeping.

Well. I'm off to do a raindance for the tourists, because it's

persistently drizzling outside. As usual the British summer is doing

an excellent job of driving people indoors to use their computers

and I'm doing my bit to keep them there Hi-yo-yo-yo-yo hi-ya-ya-

ya-ya wooo woooo!

BALL CRAZY

Bouncing balls again, risking deflating expenences as

they bounce merrily through a budget blockbuster.

THE PILGRIM

The happy wanderer loses himself in two compilations

called

Double Gold

and a spoof supposedly aimed at

the over-16s.

j

CREATED BY Y O U

A N D

INTERACTION

I Q

TYPE-INS

r o t

set provides the preny

X %J

The

M a n d e l b

pictures this month but there are more useful

ones for temperature conversion, reaction

testing, character printing, compressing

pictures and reading the disk catalogue inlq

I

U

Amstrad

-

Action

Future

Publishing

4

Q u e e n Street

Bath. B A 1 I E !

Limited

Telecom Gold 84 TXT 152

Fax (0225) 44 6019

Prettel'Micronef 045 874 011

Telephone (022S) 44 6034

Edito.

Bob i Jim Nagel

Wade

28'

HOT

T\PS

Patching bugs in

AMX

Pagemaker,

curing fading keys

and using the Input and Inkey commands.

Technical Editor

Richard Monteiro

A r t E d i t o r

T r e v o r

Gilham

Assistant

Art

Editors:

Ollie Alderton, Angela Neal

PuJoli: :

Chns

Anderson

ProducDon

Rs

Diane Tavener

— Hnne Porter

55

CHEAT MODE

^

P

P

Nothing can prevent the plethora of, pokes bursting

from the disassemblers of the assembled multitude.

I

N

G

U P

65SfSffi

V

CLASS\F\EUS

Sell, sell, sell... buy, buy, buy - our new financial

appears w

market appears where you can spot a good deal.

84

Sparkling

14'

SPECIAL

OFFERS

goodies at lovely pnees: it's the easy way

to do your shopping.

REAR VIEW

Sugarman is sweet as honey but he's on holiday, so

expect him back next month even sweeter. Meantime,

on the back page, mice and jargon breed unabated.
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