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HIGH RESOLUTION

HANDY SCANNER

NOW ONLY £00.00

FREE

P H O T O N

P A I N T

B

IFF Buffer S a v e 1 6 0 0x 10 24 pixels, dual buffer, scan

matching & v ie w Buffer.

■ Unlimited edit/capture facilities & keybo ard control not

offered b y other scanners at this special price.

■ Full keyboard control of most functions.

■ An e a sy to handle Scan n er featuring 105 mm scanning

w idth & 4 0 0 dpi reolution enables you to scan graphics/text

into your A m ig a 5 0 0 / 5 0 0 + / 6 0 0 / 1 2 0 0 / 1 5 0 0 / 2 0 0 0 .

%

%

B

Includes hard disk transfer to run under W o rkb en ch.

B

Adjustable switches for brightness/contrast levels.

■

Full sizing menu of scan a rea.

■ G en isca n gives you the ability to scan images, text or

graphics & even offers 2 0 0 Dpi Dual S c a n M od e.

Sc a n G r e y Softw are included to convert half tone images

p n n to true greyscales. Includes editing, zoom & proccessing

features.

■ Screen grid o verlay & configure menu to save parameters.

■

Icon menu to select functions.

B

X ,Y position readout & metric sizes.

B

S a v e images in suitable format for most leading packages

including P H O T O N P A IN T, DELUXE P A IN T, etc.

B

V ie w w in d o w and position control panel.

■

Powerful partner for DTP that allow s for cut & paste editing

of images etc.

AD D A P R O F E S S I O N A L

T O U C H TO Y O U R D R A W I N G W O R K

s
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NOW ONLY 1118.11

GENIUS PUCK

A S A N ALTERNATIVE TO

THE STYLUS INPUT

THE G E N IU S TABLET A LSO

HAS A N O PTIO N AL

FOUR BUTTON PUCK.

IDEAL FOR T R A C IN G ETC.

O LY £29.99

N

I M CEM OHCI
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Best sellin g Midi In terface fo r the A m ig a .

Midi IN , M idi THRU & Midi O U T x 3 .

Com plete w ith 2 FREE Midi C a b les.

■ W ith the A m ig a G enitizer G ra p h ic Tablet you can streamline

the operation of most grap hic or C A D programs.

■ The G enitizer G ra p h ic Tablet utilises latest technology to offer

up to 100 0 dpi resolution at the tip of a stylus.

■ Com plete 9 "x 6 " digitizing a rea plus super accurate stylus

com bine to en ab le fast, accu rate and e a sy control.

■ W o rk s by "mouse em ulation" so the G enitizer will w ork with

most packag es w here mouse input is the usual method-Deluxe

Paint, Photon Paint, C A D Packages, etc.

■ Suplied with template for Deluxe Paint.

B

Full e a sy to follow instructions.

1.8 m etre long ge n u in e M idi C a b les.

■ This is the input method used on professional systems-now you

can add a new dimension to g rap hics/cad.

■ Fast input o f draw ing by "tracing " is m ade e a sy - plus

"absolute reference" means you can move around the screen

m any times faster than b y a mouse.

«
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i m

a^ M

BBflflBBH

Top q u a lity , su p e r sm ooth rep lacem ent

m o use. High reso lution.

B

The G e n itizer fits in the serial port of your

m cm m m n

m

m

m

m

m

m

VILLUS

Fits in la st d riv e o f y o u r system to protect

a g a in st boot b lo ck v iru se s.

A m ig a 5 0 0 / 5 0 0 + / 6 0 0 / 1 2 0 0 / 1 5 0 0 / 2 0 0 0 and "co-exists"

with mouse.

B

Unlike a mouse, the tablet gives absolute co-ordinates so that

tracking and menu selections a re possible from the tablet face.

litli

S w itch b etw e en ve rsio n s of K ic k sta rt to

im p ro ve so ftw a re co m p atib ity. K icksta rt

1.3 o r K ick sta rt 2 .0 a t the flick of a

sw itch for A m ig a 50 0+ o w n e rs! N o m o re

to b u y.

B

A pressure sensitive switch built into the stylus tip activates the

Tablet overriding the normal mouse input. W h e n you are not

using the Tablet, you have normal mouse control.

B

Com plete system - G rap h ics Digitizer Tablet, Stylus, Deluxe

Paint Template, Pow er A dato r, Test So ftw are, Interface Unit, plus

Driver Program - no more to buy!
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NEWS

COMMODORE SHOW

CD-ROM DRIVE FOR

A 1200 AT HANOVER

C liff Ramshaw ponders over the

m onth’s Am iga events...

hey may not be fairing as well

as they might on the stock

market, but Commodore are

certainly doing plenty to further

the cause of the Amiga.

What with the surprise

announcement of the A1200 CD-

ROM drive, the A4000T’s launch,

the Amiga Centres of Excellence

and the Seal Of Approval scheme,

the Amiga scene hasn’t been

moving so quickly for ages.

Commodore UK are definitely

getting their act together.

Developers too are still firmly

behind the machine: the imminent

launch of

PageStream 3

from Soft-

Logik in particular looks likely to be

tremendous, taking the Amiga to

new heights of productivity. It must

be said - whatever happens to

Commodore, the Amiga itself will

keep on going for an awfully long

time yet.

Again, thanks for all your feed

back. Keep it coming - the more

we hear, the more we can improve.

Commodore surprised everyone at the recent

CeBIT show in Hanover, Germany with the unveiling

of their dedicated CD-ROM drive for the

A 1200. Don Maple brings you the details.

he release of a CD-32 compatible CD-ROM drive for

the A1200 has been seen for some tim e as a move

Commodore must make. Rumours have been rife

that it ju st wasn’t technically possible tha t Commodore

couldn’t afford to develop, or that the project had been

delayed. Yet Commodore came up trumps and scotched

them all, at the last minute flying in a prototype model

from the States.

It's the eighteenth time that Commodore have

exhibited at the prestigious CeBIT show, once again taking

the opportunity to introduce new products. This time,

though, they are operating under a new policing of only

showing products whose releases are imminent, in an

effort to squash rumour mongering. Commodore Germany

expect to have the A1200 CD-ROM drive in the shops by

May. Commodore UK, however, are aiming for a more

conservative September release date.

The German sale price is expected to be DM 500,

which translates to a UK price tag of £199. Often in the

past Commodore kit has been much cheaper than in the

UK, but thanks to new European Union regulations

liberalising trade, this is now unlikely since you can order

one from Germany just as easily as from within the UK.

The unit has been designed specifically to attach to

the Amiga 1200, of which 115,000 have been sold in

Germany alone. Called “the CD32 expansion for the

A1200,” it is actually the CD-ROM half of the CD32. It

possesses the same shape, but is colour-matched to the

A1200’s beige.

The technical specifications are identical to those of

the CD32. It has a multisession drive capable of double

speed access. It’s capable of reading all three CD types:

music, data and Kodak Photo-CD. It also contains the

CD32's special custom chip, Akiko. This is the chip that

converts pixels between planar (as used with the Amiga’s

bitplane system) and chunky (a method of storing screen

information which is much faster for games). Also on the

board is a SIMM memory socket, into which 4Mb of RAM

can be plugged.

The CD-ROM comes in a stand-alone box, and is

powered by its own brick power supply. It connects to the

A1200 through the trapdoor expansion port, using a

proprietary interface designed by Commodore. It’s a 32-bit

wide interface which interfaces with the CPU without any

speed penalty. The cable attached to the interface exits

the A1200 behind the floppy drive and connects directly to

the CD-ROM.

Of course, the use of the trapdoor slot gives rise to

the question: what happens to A1200 turbo cards and

other expansions? The answer, unfortunately, is not quite

clear cut. The RAM can be expanded by adding a SIMM on

the board. If you need more, say Commodore, you should

be using an A4000. There doesn't seem to be any way of

using any of the other expansion cards. It’s feasible,

though, that a third party could come to the rescue with a

thru-port connector, but space in the already cramped

T

T

expansion slot may present problems.

The last hardware hurdle, the MPEG Full Motion Video

module, seems to be too high to overcome at this point.

There appears to be no way of connecting it to the A1200

since the expansion slot is already occupied. This means

that Video CDs on the A1200 may not be feasible at this

time, although with the miniaturisation of components a

constant factor, it might be possible to integrate the

MPEG module on future A1200 models.

At the show, the A1200 connected to the CD-ROM

drive was running an earlier version of AmigaDOS 3.1.

Although the new operating system is not yet finalised, it

does have the CDFileSystem which means that, in theory

Back to roots

Origins 2

is a family-tree database

from The Puzzle Factory, capable

of storing information on over six

million individuals.

It ha ndles m u ltip le m arriages,

s e t o f children, unm arried pa rents

and so on. and w ill g e nera te a

m u ltitu d e o f re p o rt types.

ARexx s u p p o rt is included,

along w ith th e ab ility to link into an

e d ito r to w rite textual n o te s, and

to displa y re la ted illu s tra tio n s .

CD-ROM heaven for A 1200 owners in the form o f

Commodore’s brand new drive, expected to be sub-£200.

at least, it can access both CDTV and CD32 drives.

The software compatibility of the drive seems to be

high. CD32 games do, by and large, run on the A1200

with the drive. The only exceptions are some games that

object to RAM expansions in the PCMCIA slot. If such a

card is removed, the games run fine. Probable causes for

this could be a system bus contention, a bus overload or -

since only a few games are affected - perhaps a simple

memory map conflict. This does not apply to all games,

which suggest a simple software fix will be forthcoming.

The news isn’t so good for A4000 owners. The only

option is a CD-ROM interface on a card. But this card

would have to have the Akiko chip on it, which would need

to sit on the chip bus. This is not possible with a Zorro

card, so it would need to be a CPU module. Unfortunately,

there would also need to be a video signal passed, which

means the card would need to plug into a Zorro video slot.

Suffice to say that it’s something of a dilemma which is

not easily solved.

Commodore’s advice is simply to get a CD32 as an

external device and connect it to the A4000 using one of

the newly available serial interfaces (see the story on page

3 for details of CD32’s new price).

Origins 2

c o s ts £ 7 5 from

H elios S oftw are ® 0 6 2 3 5 5 4 8 2 8 .

Primera source

We'd like to point out that the

Primera printer can also be

obtained from Bannerbridge pic

( s 0268 419101) for £763.76, or

£934 13 with the dye-sublimation

option included.
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NEWS

5

Financial troubles still

plague Commodore

Commodore International have

announced further losses for the

financial quarter ending 31st

December. The company reported a

$8.2 million loss on sales of $70.1

million. This compares with losses

of $77.2 million on sales of $237.7

million in the same quarter of the

previous year.

Commodore are currently trying

to negotiate a restructuring with their

creditors. They put the loss down to

financial constraints which hindered

their supply of products and

therefore reduced sales.

They claim poor sales for the

CD32 in Europe, despite its

accounting for 46% share of CD

software sales in the UK. The A1200

fared somewhat better - 95% of

home computers sold are A1200s.

Marked fluctuations in

Commodore’s share prices on the

stock market followed the

announcement. Share dealing was

actually suspended for one day, on

28th March, after the price had fallen

to $3. Dealing opened again on the

29th at a price of $1 per share. The

price dropped to 37.5 cents - the

lowest all year on 30th March. This

compares with the highest price

during the year of $5 a share.

At the time of going to press, the

price was climbing to (and will

hopefully continue beyond) $1.

At a recent press conference at

the European Computer Trade Show

in London, Commodore UK joint

managing director David Pleasance

emphasised to journalists the fact

that the losses were much lower

than those of the equivalent quarter

last year.

He announced the new initiatives

Commodore were taking - the launch

of the Amiga Centres Of Excellence

$US:

3 —

Amiga under

t h e

'sp o tlig h t

Spotlight 1994, a show for Amiga

and Atari ST enthusiasts, is to be

held at the Novotel Hotel,

Hammersmith, London, on the

28th and 29th May

Exhibitors include Power

C om puting, Golden Im age (UK),

M eridian S oftw are, Alfa Data

Benelux. 1 6 /3 2 . G a s te in e r: First

C om p uter C entre, Hi S oft and

Amiga C om puting

Ticke ts are £ 5 on th e do or or

£ 3 .5 0 in advance. Call w 08 1 3 4 5

6 5 7 3 to order.

and the Seal Of Approval for Amiga

peripherals (see story below), the

new, ultra-low price CD32 bundle

(see story on page 6) and the A1200

CD-ROM drive - and remained

optimistic for the future. Whatever

the fate of Commodore, he assured

his audience, the Amiga is a strong

enough platform to survive.

Rumours of an imminent buy-out

abounded at the show. The names

coming up most frequently were

Hewlett Packard, Philips, Sony and

Time Warner. Peasance refused to

be drawn.

The London Effects and Animation

Festival will make its debut this

November.

Aimed at people involved in

co m p u te r g e nera ted a n im a tio n and

spe cia l e ffe c ts th e show w ill

a—

c o n s is t o f tw o parts- an aw ards

cerem ony fo r th e b e st use o f

co m p u te r ge nera ted a n im a tio n and

e ffe c ts fro m around th e world,

ta k in g place a t th e Odeon. W est

End on 7th N ovem ber, and a

program m e o f ta lk s and

scre ening s at W em bley E xhibition

and C onference C entre fro m 8 th to

The changing fa te o f Commodore Intern ation al’s financial fortunes over M arch

and the beginning o f A pril. Share trading was suspended on 2 8 th March.

1 0 th N ovem ber Call ® 0 8 1 9 9 5

3 6 3 2 fo r m ore d e ta ils.

COMMODORE

HELPLINE

A U TO M A TE D

The efficiency of the Commodore

technical helpline, provided by

service contractors ICL, has been

improved by the addition of an

Interactive Voice Response

system.

The system was introduced in

December to help ICL cope with

the flood of calls over the

Christmas period. Over 13,288

calls - roughly one third of those

received had been handled by the

system by the end of January.

Calls range from dealers asking

how to correct a fault, to first-time

users asking how to plug their

machine in.

The system works by asking

the caller a chain of questions.

The responses direct the caller to

the relevant solution. Happily, the

opportunity is there at any point to

divert to a human operator.

This system should result in

ICL’s engineers being able to get

out to customers who need them

more quickly.

Flurry of announcements at

European Computer Trade Show

On 10th April at the recent European Computer Trade Show, there was

much to see in the Commodore UK suite.

On show was the prototype CD-ROM drive for the A1200, as previously

exhibited at the CeBIT show in Hanover (see story opposite). Just as

exciting, though, was the arrival of the Amiga 4000 Tower, acclaimed by

Commodore as their most advanced Amiga ever produced. It comes with the

AGA chipset, of course, 6Mb RAM, and is powered by a Motorola 68LC040

25MHz processor.

Built in is a SCSI-II interface, suitable for extremely fast hard drives and

the like. It will support up to seven SCSI devices, internally or externally.Five

expansion bays are included in the case. The A4000T costs £1,949.99,

excluding a hard drive (the philosophy being users can pick one to suit).

The Video Toaster professional-level effects unit was also on show,

being used in conjunction with a PAL Amiga. The device that made this

magic possible is the Prime Image Passport 4000 converter system - an

enhanced version of the Time Base Corrector reviewed in issue 33. With it,

Commodore hope to mirror their success in the States by “ propelling the

Amiga towards domination of the TV special effects market.’’

The second Amiga Centre of Excellence was announced, this one being

run by Premier Vision and based in central London. ACE centres are

dedicated to providing tailor-made multimedia packages for clients.

As mentioned last month, Commodore unveiled its Seal Of Approval

scheme, whereby manufacturers can send their products in to Commodore

for testing in the UK and US. Those that are found to be reliable and work

as claimed will be given a Seal Of Approval, which should give buyers “ a

guarantee of quality for the best peripherals and software.’’

Lastly, the A1200 Computer Combat/Innovations pack was launched.

The £349.99 bundle consists of an A1200,

Wordworth 2, Digita Print

Manager, Day By Day, Personal Paint 4

and three games.

Have all the information you need

at your finger tips with the aid of

the

Amiga On-Line Reference

M anual 2

from Area 52.

It is a c o lle ctio n o f

AmigaGuide

d o cu m e n ts th a t can be called up

from your m a chine to supply

an sw e rs to over 5 0 0 fre q u e n tly

asked q u e s tio n s , as w ell as

providing in-depth info on th e

W orkbench. AmigaDOS, ARexx and

th e Amiga product range A

glossa ry is also includ ed.

AORM

is

available fo r £ 1 7 9 9 fro m First

C om p uter C entre s 0 5 3 2 31 .944 4

Upgrade your One Stop Music

Shop soundcard and treble its

number of addressable MIDI

channels with the Triple Play Plus

hardware and software upgrade.

3 lu e Ribbon S oundw orks are

se llin g it fo r £ 1 6 9 .9 5 .

A lso fro m th e com pany com es

versio n 2 .5 o f th e ir seq uence r

Bars& Pipes Professional,

w ith

im proved n o ta tio n printing. It c o sts

£ 2 9 9 .9 5

Call M e ridian o 081

5 4 3 350Q fo r upgrade d e ta ils.
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